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Dear Friends of Keystone Montessori School, 

Our second year has drawn to a close and what 
a fantastic year it was! Exciting, busy, fun, 
satisfying and challenging, are all words that I 
would associate with the past twelve months. 
While I have been tremendously pleased by 
the growth in our enrollment, I have not been 
surprised.  Word of mouth is the best publicity 
that a school can have and our authentic, 
quality Montessori program has attracted 
many new families to the Keystone 
community. 

The school year started a week late due to 
construction delays associated with expanding 
the classrooms.  The delay was well worth it 
though, as each classroom not only doubled in 
size but also received brand new flooring.  
With the sunshine streaming through all the 
windows, the beautiful trees of the 
neighborhood, and now the ample space, we 
are indeed fortunate to have such lovely 
classroom environments.  

Along with the expanded enrollment came a 
need to also expand our staff. We added two 
new part-time office assistants, Tricia 
Boylston Ringley and Zhara Jama.  Allyson 
and I have known and worked with Tricia for 
many years.  We understood her decision 
several years ago to leave teaching and start 
her family. In April of 2014 we approached her 
about the possibility of working at Keystone 
and were overjoyed when she accepted.  As an 
experienced AMI primary teacher, Tricia 
brings a depth of understanding to the office 
that is so important.  She fields numerous 
questions from prospective and current 
parents with expertise, humor, and grace. I am 
absolutely delighted that Tricia will be 
working full time at Keystone this coming 
year, assisting in the elementary class as well 
as working in the office.  Zhara, a college 
senior, worked in the afternoons at Keystone. 
She carried a full load of courses and attended 
UNCC in the mornings and evenings. She 
graduated in May and is now exploring the 
next step in her career path.   

After-hours at Keystone have been busy too.  
During the course of the year we hosted 
several parent education evenings, two 
Saturday events, two picnics, one ‘Pot Yuck’, 
and one evening with a parenting advisor as a 
guest speaker.  Our family community enjoys 
getting together not only at school but also at 
other venues.  This year we started an event 
called ‘Freedom Friday’ with the entire school 
community gathering to play at Freedom Park 
after school.   

From the very beginning, service to the 
community has been a point of interest for 
Keystone.  This year we continued collecting 
non-perishables for the Sedgefield Elementary 
School food pantry as well as participating in 
their Holiday Giving Program.  Once again we 
contributed to the staff appreciation luncheon 
at the elementary school, hoping to 
demonstrate to their hardworking staff that 
the community understands and applauds 
their important work.  As Keystone grows we 
will look to increase our participation in other 
projects throughout Charlotte. 

This year we conducted our very first book 
fair.  To be honest, I wasn’t sure how 
successful it was going to be considering the 
size of our school.  Boy, was I wrong!  The 
parent volunteers gave a fantastic effort and 
consequently the book fair was an 
overwhelming success.  As a result of 
everyone’s generous nature, Keystone enjoyed 
the opportunity to purchase over $500 worth 
of new books for the classrooms.  

A garden plot was created for both classes by 
one of our parents. It entailed a raised bed and 
over 100 bags of topsoil. Fortunately many 
people turned out to lend a hand so the entire 
bed was finished in rather short order. The 
children have thoroughly enjoyed planting, 
weeding, and watering in the garden, but the 
most favorite activity associated with it, is of 
course, the watering. 

As we look toward our next year there still 
remains much work do.  We are looking at 
ways to enrich the diversity of our school 
community, increase our service to the 
Charlotte community, and develop the means 
to make Keystone an affordable option for 
more families. As a young school we are 
finding our way towards these goals 
thoughtfully one step at a time.     

 We have an enormous amount of talent and 
energy within the Keystone community.  Our 
third year is looking very promising as our 
primary class is near capacity and the 
elementary class is not far behind.  Care 
should be taken though, to not measure the 
success of Keystone merely by numbers, but to 
take into account the whole culture of the 
school as well.  Are people learning, enjoying 
each other, feeling valued, and experiencing 
the joy of the school? Looking at Keystone’s 
whole picture indicates that we are indeed 
headed for another successful year. 

 Several years ago I heard a speaker at an AMI 
conference loudly declare “We work in 
paradise!” At that time I was skeptical about 
that statement, but due to your support and 
encouragement of Keystone, I now 
understand.  I feel so fortunate to work in such 
a warm, friendly place with such vibrant, 
creative, and dedicated people.  I do indeed 
work in paradise, and for that I am extremely 
grateful. 

	  With sincere gratitude, 

Hawley Hoggard
Head of School

http://www.keystonemontessorischool.org


	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Here we GROW!!

“The love of one’s 
environment is the secret of all 
man’s progress and the secret 
of social evolution. . . Love of 
environment inspires man to 

learn, to study, to work.”
-Maria Montessori
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We appreciate the continuing support of the congregation of Sedgefield United Methodist Church.  
Their acceptance and understanding have been instrumental to Keystone’s success.  

A Letter from the Chairman of the Board

“Why would you do that?!” That’s what my neighbor said after I told him that I was helping to 
establish a new Montessori school. His cynical quip injured my pride and confounded me for a 
moment. Then I realized that he saw my involvement with the school as a source of burden and 
headaches. Little did he know that supporting a Montessori school is about the most natural 
thing that I could do. 
  
In 1965 my parents joined a few other families and a couple of teachers and started a 
Montessori school in the spare classroom of a church in Glendale, Ohio. My brothers and I 
attended that school and Montessori lore has flowed through our lives ever since. I remember 
my classroom and the work and materials vividly. 
  
When my wife, Amy, and I sought early education options for our children, we naturally 
considered Montessori and our children attended Montessori school through their elementary 
years. They thrived and they loved every one of those school days. Their teachers are named 
Hawley Hoggard and Allyson Creel. 
  
When Hawley and Allyson and a few other families posed the idea of starting a school, my wife 
and I didn’t need to be asked: we were destined to join the cause. And when we found an ideal 
location in the spare classroom of a church, I giggled at the parallels to my own Montessori 
origins. 
  
This year I had the pleasure of serving as the chair of the board of Keystone Montessori School. 
I want to thank the board members for their service to the school. Our role is to establish a 
mission for the school and then guide and assist the staff in pursuing that mission. The truth is 
that our job is easy because the school has an outstanding staff. They work tirelessly toward 
accomplishing the school’s goal of providing quality Montessori education and on behalf of the 
board I want to express our deepest gratitude. 
  
Some other important members of the Keystone community are the younger, shorter ones who 
give life to the classrooms and the playground. Then there are their taller relatives who bring 
them to school every day. Without the children to discover the magic of Montessori and their 
parents who recognize it, our school would be a lonely place. To all the families, we say “thank 
you” for believing in Montessori and Keystone. 
  
In two short years our school has blossomed into a bustling oasis of learning. Our foundation is 
strong and our future is bright. Thank you again to everyone who makes Keystone the special 
place that it is. 
  
Sincerely, 

Rob Lovett


